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ntil quite recently there was

little to write home about
Hanse Yachts. Modest in
looks and simple in nature,
several of the early designs
used moulds and tooling
from defunct yards like Rex
Marin's 29ft Aphrodite which, after a new
deck line and several other tweaks, became
the Hanse 291 and later the 301.

While their looks made little

impression, attractive price tags turned

' f’vf”nganse's new models has turne
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heads and gradually the German company
built market-share. But in the last two
years Hanse has stopped people in their
tracks with the launch of a new model
range that takes the company onto a
different level.

The big change came in 2003 with the
launch of the Hanse 531, a big, plumb-
ended, brutish-looking cruiser. She had
big topsides, a massive transom, twin
wheels and a terrace-sized cockpit, but the
real surprise was down below.

Here, her radical, trendy styling — from

d the heads of sailors an

ortsonone vision and

d industry
three models from Germany

the cabin sole that consisted of paving slab
sized panels, to the rectangular squab
seating and the high gloss finish of the
joiner work — made her feel more like a
trendy restaurant at the Radissonthana
family cruiser.

But, like many pioneering styles,
whether you liked it or not, the new look
was a jolt, providing food for thought for
both customers and the industry.

A smaller sister ship, the 461, every bit
as bold and brassy, followed swiftly during
the summer of 2004 and has already
proved a big success.
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The next newmodels saw a change of
gear, however. During 2005, the 370 and the
400 slipped into the water for the first time.
More modest in appearance on the outside
and subtler on the inside, the new duo have
plenty to offer in looks. But that's not
where the story ends. The new pair offera
simplicity under sail that's disarming for
such modest-looking boats and, when you
include the 461, as a threesome they present
abold new approach for family cruising.

Hanse 370 & 400

Choosing between these two is easy: size is
all that matters - the size of the boat you're
after and the size of your wallet.

In their basic form, (which does include a
decent specification), the 370 starts at
£73,183 ex VAT and her larger sister is
around £14,000 more. When it comes to
bulking up the price tag with options, there
are not many to choose from on the official
list, just 17 lines, which take up less than a
third of a page. Of these, the two biggest
dilemmas will be whether to go for the »

All photos: Whitepix.co.uk/ywpix




teak-laid sidedecks at around £4,000 and First you start with your budget, then the

whether to spend a similar amount on size of boat you'd like, before moving on to
having an epoxy hull. More of the latter later. the colour and trim —simple. Of course,
Considering price at the start of a review there's nothing new in such a modular
is perhaps unusual in a boat test, but so is approach to specifying your boat; Dehler
Hanse's approach. Both boats are so similar led the way in this field a decade ago with
in overall style (above and below decks) as to their innovative 33-footer. Little surprise,
be able to be considered as one. With a then, to see Karl Dehler's name pop up in the
variety of cabin layouts available in a mix- Hanse literature in the section that
and-match manner, just about all the major introduces the 'creative heads' Having left
bases are covered. Add to this a couple of A4 the company that bears his family name
colour and fabric option sheets and the after the Dutch buy-out, Dehler has clearly

ability to pick your perfect boat is no more
difficult than applying for a credit card.

Hanse 370
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Clinical perhaps, but there are a
wide range of colour options

to choose from. Bottom centre:
Asimple scallop that makes a
big difference to her handling
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been busy influencing a new generation of
production cruisers.
Of even less surprise, then, is that both
these boats sail extremely well and are a
pleasure to sail short-handed. At the heart
of this ease of handling lies a fractional rig
with a self-tacking jib and fully battened
mainsail, optional batten cars and single-
line reefing that works. In the cockpit,
control lines emerge from their under -
deck routeing on either side of the
companionway hatch and just ahead of a
pair of self-tailing halyard winches.
Further back in the cockpit lie two sheet
winches in the position you'd normally
expect to find spinnaker sheet winches,
just in front of the wheel steering. But here
lies one of the simplest and cleverest
details I've seen aboard a production boat
and one that will surely be copied.
Scallops in the trailing edge of the
coachroof'top allow both the mainsheet
and the jib sheet to be transferred from the
halyard winches to the sheet winches
without cluttering or compromising the
cockpit. This allows both sheets to be
within easy reach of the helmsman and
crew, should you wish. I certainly do.
The difference this simple layout makes
to her handling would be enough to sell me
the boat there and then, together with the
fact that on both boats the steering is light
and responsive, well balanced with easy
motion. Her self-tacking jib makes light
work of upwind slogs while your crew
can bunker down in a secure
cockpit. My only criticism of the
control line layout is that the
mainsheet traveller is forward of .

the companionway hatch, e N ™ The same, but different.The
making for an inefficient : f . - 400 shares a similar list of
sheeting position. el 4 v ~——— - - options but different finishes

On-deck stowage is good for 7 ' e e — give her a different appearance
boats of this type, as is the stowage - | S
and general feeling of space below decks.
The Hanse 370 and 400 are good examples
of designs that haven't tried to squeeze a
quart into a pint pot —at last a pair of boats
that make no attempt to set new records
for the number of heads you can squeeze
into the design. On the 370 you get just one
and on the 400, if you really, really want
them, you can have two butIjust don't see
the point.

When it comes to styling there'sno
question that both boats are modern below
decks. White bulkheads, square squab
upholstery and the same glitzy, high-gloss
finish as can be seen on mother goose, the
461. The difference, however, is that the 370 P

Shdaddaaadd . 5



Shock treatment, the 461’s
interior has a deep gloss finish
and is more radical. In this

configuration she lacks
worktop space in the galley




to be led back to a position where both the
helmsman and crew can reach them with
ease, a bigadvantage in my book. The seating
area further forward is uncluttered and secure,
great for family sailing,

In this department the picture gets better
under way. With a single line reefing system
as standard for the mainsail, she's set up to
shorten sail using this method from the
start. The system works well and, with
assistance from the electric winches and a
little practice, you'll wonder why you might
have considered anything else.

Her headsail is a non-overlapping, self-
tacking jib that means no-one other than
the helmsman needs to do anything
upwind. Furthermore, with no overlap,
visibility forwards is very good indeed.

And then there's her performance. We
pushed our test boat hard in some blustery
(and wet) weather and | was pleased to
discover a boat both light and responsive on
the twin wheels, but with a solid feel to the
way she tracked upwind. Even pushed
beyond her limits, the weight on the helm

remained manageable, right up to the
inevitable round-up.

Her rig is a high-aspect ratio
configuration and, as such, quite a tweaky
affair, needing good sails to get the best out
of her. Asuit of North sails or similar is
included in the standard package and tomy
mind it's money well spent.

Under power and with a retractable Max
Power bow thruster, she's easy to handle at
close quarters until it comes to jumping
down to the pontoon. Be prepared - either
to jump or to rigan intermediate step from
the guardwire gate.

Below decks, she's just as striking as her 53ft
sister ship. Overall, the layout is little different
from several other similarly styled cruisers,
butit's the modern glitzy style that sets her
apart—thatand the mix-and-match approach
that offers a wide variety of layout
combinations. The brochure comes complete
with a press-out interior kit to help you and
your family conjure up your ideal layout.

Overall, the accommodation is both
practical and well put together, with plenty

‘Under sail she is among the simplest boats that
you are likely to come across’
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HANSE 370,400 & 471

Built by: Yachtzentrum
Greifswald GmbH & Co.,
Salinenstr. 22,17489 Greifswald,
Germany.T+49 (0) 38 34 57920 F
+49 (0) 38 34579230 E
sales@hanseyachts.com W
www.hanseyachts.com
Designed by: Judel/Vrolijk
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IHanse 461
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of space throughout. There are a few areas
that don't stack up so well, namely the galley
when it's also part of a walk-through to the
after cabins, In this configuration there's
less space than you might expect froma
boat of this size; with the U-shaped option,
the problem is solved.

The nav station doubles as an additional
saloon table. While this is a good use of space
on smaller boats, some may prefera
dedicated station for an oceangoing cruiser.

Apart from this and given her price tag,
she'sa well-put-together cruiser with an
arresting appearance.

Conclusions
There seems little doubt that the 531 and the
461 have provided a significant turning
point for the German company. Radical in
appearance, perhaps, but elements of their
style has very quickly filtered down through
the ranks to the 370 and the 400 to provide
a pair of good looking and appealing boats.
What impressed me the most was that
this has not simply been an exercise in
styling or building toa budget. All three are
good sailing boats, with sprightly
performance while being easy to handle.
All that and with modest price tags to boot.
Within their section of the market it's
difficult to ask for more. Hanse is certainly
acompany to keep aneyeon.
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